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categories will be ranked higher or lower depending 

upon provincial concerns. The Partners in Flight 

process recognizes that landbird conservation can 

only be achieved through partnerships because no 

single government or organization has the authority, 

mandate or responsibility to ensure effective 

conservation of birds.  PIF aims to create cooperative 

partnerships of interested stakeholders to achieve 

mutually agreeable planning and implementation of 

realistic conservation goals. 

 

It must be emphasized that this document is a first 

step toward creating a dynamic and systemic process 

that will be regularly updated to reflect progress in 

attaining the required goals. 

 

Table 1 lists the Maritime Canada priority species. 

 

 

 

 

Table 1. List of priority landbird species1 in the Maritime Provinces. 
 

Priority 

High Medium Early Watch 

Short-eared Owl (SC)2**** Red-shouldered  Hawk (SC)* Northern Harrier 
Chimney Swift Peregrine Falcon (T)** Cooper’s  Hawk 
Olive-sided Flycatcher*** Black-billed Cuckoo Northern Goshawk 

Eastern Wood-Pewee Long-eared Owl Spruce Grouse 
Boreal Chickadee Boreal Owl Ruffed Grouse 
Wood Thrush*** Whip-poor-will Belted Kingfisher 
Bicknell’s Thrush (SC)**** Common Nighthawk Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 

Northern Parula Black-backed Woodpecker Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 
Bay-breasted Warbler*** Pileated Woodpecker Least Flycatcher 
Canada Warbler*** Gray Jay Great Crested Flycatcher 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak Eastern Kingbird Warbling Vireo 

Nelson’s Sharp-tailed Sparrow*** Bank Swallow Horned Lark 
Ipswich Savannah Sparrow (SC)** Barn Swallow Purple Martin 
Rusty Blackbird*** Brown Creeper Cliff Swallow 
Purple Finch Veery Eastern Bluebird 

 Black-throated Blue Warbler Black-throated Green Warbler 

 Chestnut-sided Warbler Pine Warbler 
 Cape May Warbler Blackpoll Warbler 

 Blackburnian Warbler American Redstart 
 Vesper Sparrow Eastern Meadowlark 
 Bobolink Brown-headed Cowbird 
 Pine Grosbeak  

 Red Crossbill  

 White-winged Crossbill  
1.Species listed in taxonomic order; see Appendix 2 for species scientific names 
2 COSEWIC and SARA definitions: SC = Species of Special Concern; T = Threatened 

* COSEWIC-listed species (www.cosewic.gc.ca) 

** SARA-listed species (www.speciesatrisk.gc.ca) 

*** Continental priority (Rich et al. 2004) 

**** Both COSEWIC-listed and Continental Priority species 

http://www.speciesatrisk.gc.ca/
http://www.cosewic.gc.ca/

